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told in some of its sublimest strains, that the belie- 
ver in Jesus, the true Christian, ^^ shall never die.'' 
Goodness carries with it the eternal principle of life, 
deeply engrafted into its constitution ; so that it can- 
not lose it, nor part with It. It is the good, the 
benevolent, the pious, and the pure, to whom life is 
promised ; and ^' on such, the second death hath no 
power." 

In the sight of men they die ; and so far, there 
is indeed but one event to the righteous and the 
wicked. But this is only the first, the corporeal 
dedth ; and in all essential respects they live. 

I. They live, in the first place, in the good which 
they have done ; in the indestructible life of their 
virtuous deeds. We all exert an influence on all, 
whether it be less or more. Our good example 
both lives with us, and remains after us. It strei^th- 
ens the cause of virtue, and virtue is life. It is the 
occasion of happiness to an unknown extent, and 
happiness is life, the divine essence of life. But in 
leaving a bad example behind him, a man dies twice. 
For misery is death, and he has sowed the seeds of 
it His actions work out their deadly consequences 
when he is gone ; and in him, and by him, other men 
are dying ; and over him the shades of the second 
death gather and descend, and the might of its 
power is on him. On the righteous it has no power. 
In the light of Heaven their actions live, and live 
forever : because their effects will continue with an 



increasing brightness of manifestation, when even the 
world, in which they were performed, shall hare 
sunk into chaos and death ; and in the life of their 
actions, they themselves will live. 

II. They live, secondly, in the life of affectionate 
memory, and in the beatings of grateful hearts. 
This is a life which the unrighteous have forfeited. 
^ Infamy doth kill.'' The words of the poet are 
the words of soberness, and are confirmed by the 
words of scripture* ^ The memory of the just is 
blessed ; but the name of the wicked shall rot" 
We all try to forget a bad man as fast as we are 
able ; for to remember him, gives us nothing but 
pain. And even when it is impossible to forget him, 
his memory is cou|:ded with condemnation and death. 
His character is dead, and we mourn over it; his 
reputation is lost forever, and with it he dies again, 
he suffers the second death. But over the grave 
of the good man, endearing recollections, fond re* 
grets, and tributes of honour and love, spring up 
like flowers, though not like flowers to wither, but 
to bloom and breathe out their odours perpetually, 
borrowing and bestowing life. His kindness, hid 
benevolence, his uprightness never die ; nor do they 
permit his name to die ; they embalm it, and keep 
it fresh, with spices more precious and more effec* 
tual than the old Elgyptians used ; for what is the 
embalming of the body, to the embalming of the 
spirit; the preservation of a useless, untenanted 
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Such sfarould be our mourning, ray friends and 
brethren of this society, over one of our distinguish- 
ed members, who has lately departed from among 
us, and from this mortal life. 

The good are given to us for our example. It is 
proper that their characters should be impressed 
upon our minds ; that their peculiar excellences 
should be delineated ; so that we may be excited 
and aided to imitate them. 

The character of our deceased brother belongs to 
the public. It belongs to the city of which he was 
a Dative ; to the state and to the nation which in 
high capacities he served so well. It belongs also 
to us ; for as a religious mem and a Christian he had 
joined himself with us, and given us a peculiar claim to 
his virtues. There is another hand which could bet- 
ter have pourtrayed them for you than I can; there 
are other lips by which they could have been de- 
scribed to you more justly and with a more persua- 
sive force. He who on account of his early intimacy 
with Mr. Gore, as well as seniority of office in this 
church, would have been the person to draw his 
character, and hold up its excellence before you, is 
prevented from discharging the sad duty by the 
providence of God. By the kind assistance, how- 
ever, of other friends of the deceased, I shall endea- 
vour to supply, as far as possible, what I feel to be 
my own disqualifications, and almost entire deficien- 
cy of personal knowledge. 
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Christoprer Gore was !boirn in Boatoti, lo; the 
year 1758. His fathef was a highly respiqtable 
mechanic, who by a course of honest aod skilful in- 
dustry had acquired a large property.^ At the 
breaking out of the troubles between this and the 
mother country, he went to Halifax ; as he was fa- 
vourably disposed toward the gov^iim^nt under 
which he had always lived. But he afterwards 
returned to Boston, and died here in the year '95- 

The son received his>arly instruction at the pub- 
lic schools of this town. He then entered Harvard 
University, and was graduated there in 1776, at the 
.early age of seventeen. Soon afterwards he com- 
menced the study of law with the late Judge Low- 
ell, and continued with him through his whole pe- 
riod of study, both as a pupil and a giembjBr of 
his family. This was a situation ootnbining moral 
and intellectual advantages, such as are i*arely offeiv 
ed to any young man; and Mr. Gore was ab1e( to 
appreciate and improve them. When he entered 
on the practice of his profession, he came to it oM 
only with a mind prepared by a judicious course of 
study, but with the enviable recommendation of all 
uncorrupted youth. 

He rose rapidly in public esteem, as a sound law- 
yer, as a politician, in the most generous sense of 
that word, as a true patriot, and as an honest mab» 
He stood among the first at the bar, where his 
practice was extensive and lucrative. His fellow 
citizens manifested the regard in which they held 
him^ and the confidence which they placed in him, 
by sending him, with Hancock and Samuel Adams, 

2 
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toHtf% CotirefitiM of thts-vState, which condidered 
the adoption of the nationai constitution. This was 
belofe he had attained the age of thirty. 

In 1789, Mr. Gore was appointed by President 
Washington, United States Attorney for the Dis- 
trict «)f Massachusetts. He was the first person 
who held the office ; and coming to it in times of 
great trouble and distraction, he had many serious 
difficulties' to encounter in discharging its duties.* 
-But be encountered them with the manly intrepidity 
iand unbending rectitude, for which he was always 
remarkable, and so he overcame them ; and it was 
probably his conduct in this critical situation which 
obtained for him the appointment from the Chief 
-Magistrate ^ be one of the Commissioners under 
V^\ the fourtji srticle of Jay's treaty, to settle our 
claims for spoliations. The appointment was made 
jn 1796; and Mr. Gore's colleague was the late 
<eele1>rated William Pinkney. 

' While in England, Mr. Gore secured by his gen- 
Ikumanly deportment and amiable qualities the re- 
spect and ^attachment of all who became known to 
(bim^ at the same time that by bis assiduous atten- 
tion to business, his profound knowledge of commer» 
dal law, his laboured arguments, and his personal 
influence, he recovered sums to a vast amount, for 
citisens of the United States.t 
* He remained abroad in the public service till 1804* 
When his friend, Mr. King, then our minister at the 
court of London, returned to this country in 1803t 
he left Mr. Gore there as charg6 d'affaires; in 

• See Noic I. i See Note If. 



whidh itation, it is uDDecetsaiy to saj^ he bbi*e; him- 
self honorably and ably.* 

He was welcomed home by the strongest marks 
of public favour. He was.elected to the Senate of 
our State, from the county of Suffolk, two success 
sire years ;t find the next year to the House of Re- 
presentatives, from this town. In 1809 he was 
ehosen Governor of the State* 

It is well known by those who remember that 
turbid time, that if a man's character was ever tho- 
roughly sifted and scrutinized, it was when he coii^ 
sented to appear as a candidate for the office of 
Governor ; and if a spot was to be discovered in it« 
it would most probably be discovered theru It 
would be highly improper for me to enter into any 
<tf the political questions which were so warmly 
agitated at that period ; nor am I inclined to do so* 
But I hold it to be my duty to say,' that notwith- 
standing all the zeal and activity of Mr. Gore's op- 
ponents in searching into his life, and amidst all the 
abuse which was the habit of the day, not on6i 
charge of moral delinquency was sustained against 
him, or even pretended. This fact is of itself a 
eulogy. The whole amount of the accusations 
against him was, that his father was a royalist, and 
that he was himself tinctured with the same par- 
tialities. The simple truth is, that though the father 
was a royalist, he was a good man, and had a right 
to his opinions; and that the son waisf at the first, 
and always continued to be, in pfinciple, in feelings 
and in practice, a patriot and a republican. 

• See Note III. t 1806 and 1807. 
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Mr. Gore was Governor of Massachusetts but one 
year.''^ At the next annual election the political 
sentiments of the majority of the people had chang- 
ed, and the opposing candidate, Mr. Gerry, was 
ehosen to succeed him. 

In 1814, Mr. Gore was again brought into public 
life, by being appointed by Governor Strong, during 
a recess, Senator to Congress, and afterwards cho- 
sen to the same office by the Legislature at their 
meeting. He served in this capacity about three 
years, and then withdrew into final retirement. 
. That the subject of this sketch enjoyed through 
life a high degree of popularity, and was thought 
worthy of being placed in stations of great respon- 
sibility, will not -be judged remarkable, when we 
consider the character of his mind, his manners and 
bis virtues. 

Though he might not, perhaps, be called a man 
of genius, in the common acceptation of the term, 
because reason and not imagination reigned para- 
mount with him, yet I can hardly understand how 
a person can be without genius, who has the power 
within him, let it be called what it may, of compre- 
hending extensive and intricate subjects, of seizing 
strongly on their prominent points, and of present- 
ing them to others in a persuasive and convincing 
manner* It may not make him a poet or an elo- 
quent orator ; but it conducts him to the same re- 
sults, and is not liable to the abuses of what is com- 
monly denominated genius. Mr. Gore's mind was 
clear, acute, and discriminating. It was of a steady 

• Set Note IV. 
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and decided cast, and yet liberal, unprejudiced, and 
open to conviction^ He had cultivated it with asei- 
duity and care. He kept himself familiarly acquaint-* 
ed with the literature of the day, and was an excel- 
lent classical scholar. He has left nothing as the 
frtiit of his studies and his pen but a few politicat 
essays in the daily papers, and some unpublished le- 
gal opinions and arguments. These are distinguish-' 
ed, I am told, by justness of thought and entire 
purity of style. 

His manners were of the best class of that school, 
generally termed the old school. They were those 
of a true and a finished gentleman; dignified without 
pride, elegant without pretension, and courtly with- 
out dissimulation or hollowness ; in short, the intei^ 
nar grace and polish externally manifested. The 
effect of such manners was assisted and completed 
by the gift of uncommon personal beauty. 

I have said that in his youth Mr. Gore was vir- 
tuous and uncorrupted ; he was so in manhood, he 
was so in age. His was a pure spirit, high andlook- 
ing upward, keeping itself clean from contamination. 
^ His taste was refined ; his sensibility acute ; his 
feelings manly, generous, independent. He had the 
most lofty and elevated ideas of public and private 
duty; and his conduct was always in perfect confor- 
mity with his principles. In times of excitement 
he was calm, and just; in times of corruption pure. 
He never sought popularity, but it pursued him.^^ 
He lived not for himsel£ By kindness, cheerfulness, 
and charity, he diffused happiness around him. He 
was remarkably accessible and attentive to young 



14 

tQCfii ; disceroii^ talent and meri^ and helping them 
forward. It vvaa in his nature to be hospitable; 
and his wealth, and. the circumstance of his having 
no children, enabled him to be extensively and boun« 
teously so ; and not only hospitable, but in various 
ways useful to the community. A large estate 
which he purchased in the neighbourhood of Bo&» 
ton, he embellished and improved with taste and 
discernment. Sensible of the value of a judicioua 
system of agriculture, he endeavoured to brii^ 
others to a sense of it by his example. Nature has 
been bountiful to our land, and we need but the 
hand of art, skilfully applied, to render it more 
lovely and more fruitful. It is in this country, this 
new country, that the labours of the active, tasteful^ 
imiproving agriculturist are particularly called for; 
and here, above all other places, such a man is emi-» 
nently a public benefactor. 

Mr. Gore was a useful member of all our impor- 
tant literary societies; and to some of them he con^ 
fined not his usefulness to his life-time. To the 
American Academy, and the Massachusetts Historic 
cal Society he left valuable bequests; and he made 
Harvard College, of which institution he had heed 
for some years a fellow, his residuary legatee. I 
mention this last donation with peculiar pleasure. 
It proves his attachment to the place of his educa- 
tion; it proves his conviction that it was worthy of 
his bounty ; it adds another to the many delightful 
testimonies in its favour. And I wish that others 
might evince their regard for the college, by liber« 
ally aiding it, instead of by the more questionable 



method of aiding the flliberal clamours which, have 
been raised against it. ^^ 

Mr. Gore's connexion with our religious sociefy 
was of the most interesting and beneficial natare. 
He joined it not long after the ordination of'xnir 
senior minister, and was for many years a membet 
of our Tostry. It was an encouraging circumstande 
for us, that at a time when our church was the' only 
avowed unitarian church in the country, two such 
men as Mr. Gore, and his friend the late Judge Mir 
not, young lawyers of standing and respectability, 
should have united themselves with us. And it was 
an honourable circumstance for them^ that disre- 
garding the unfavourable effect which the declara* 
tion of their sentiments might have on their world- 
ly prospects, they nevertheless openly attached 
themselves to an excommunicated church, and feai^ 
lessly espoused the cause of unitarian Christianity. 

During the last years of his life, Mr. Gore was 
a martyr to an excruciating disorder, which seized 
violently on his constitution, and defied all remedy— « 
and like a martyr he endured his sufferings. It was 
sad to see those benevolent features racked with 
agony ; it was sad to see that once tall and erect 
form literally bent double by the overmastering 
hand that was upon him ; — but it was also consoling 
and animating to behold the spirit undepressed, re- 
fusing to yield, victorious. Though the frame was 
bowed down, the soul was always upright ; and. the 
mind lost none of its graces and attractions amid the 
wrecks of his manly beauty, but rather shone with 
added lustre through the darkness of his corporeal 
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jifflictioDS. Faithful, cheerful, and grateful to the 
end, he gave up his mortal breath on the first of 
March, in the 69th year of his age. 
.i^ilu the irreparable loss which his friends and cod- 
-Pfixions, and more especially theVife of hia youth, 
haiie sustained, they have all the consolation which 
dieath can ever leave, or Providence can send 
When they look back upon his life, every thing 
there is grateful to memory ; and when with Chris- 
tian hope they follow him beyond the grave, they 
are assured that on a spirit like his the second death 
hath no power. 

*As the community had once an interest in the life 
and character of our departed friend, so may it now 
be instructed and benefited by the event of his de- 
cease. '' Such a man's death," and I now use the 
words of one who knew him well, >^Such a man's 
death, in the fulness of life, would have been a pub* 
lie loss. Such a man's excellent example continued 
to the close of a long life, is a great gain — it is a gain 
to our human nature — it shows the nobleness of its 
origin and character — it cannot be too much che- 
rished by those who witnessed it, or may hear of 
it. A republican government, of all others, is most 
benefited by good examples ; for virtue is its only 
strength." 



NOTES 

. ■ i. 

FU&Jfl80SP BT A rRISND WBO WAS lUTIMATSIiT AC^OAIVTBO 

WITB Mft. eORS's CQAaACTXR. 

I. ■ •'' 

Those, who were in full life at the commencement of 
the French revolution, will recollect the shock which 
tliat tremendous explosion gave to all the civilized world. 
In no part of it, were the effects more deeply felt tbab 
in our own. It even agitated the justly popular adminis^i 
tration of Washington. The people from sympathy! 
naturally took side with the revolutionists of France ; and 
all the influence of Washington could not prevent ther. 
most alarming breaches of our neutrality, by fitting out' 
privateers to cruise against the commerce of Great Bri«' 
tain, by the sale of prizes, by the condemnation of ve^* 
sels under our jurisdiction, and finally by capturing them* 
within our waters. Boston was one of the principal' 
scenes of these public insults. Washington was compelled 
to recall the exequatur of the French Consul in this port, 
for his insolent violation of his own duties and our rights. 
JMbr. Gore managed all the legal proceedings in these 
cases, to the great diminution of his popularity at the 
moment, but highly to his honour in the issue. 
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II. 



Mr. Gore's and Mr. Pinkney 's great exertions during tto 
commission which lasted nearly eight years, are well known, 
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but it is not so generally understood, that to Mr. Gore 
one large description of sufferers are principally indebted 
for the recovery of their claims. Mr. Pinkney, whose 
eminent talents are universally admitted, had great doubts 
as to that class of captures, which were made under the 
rule of 1756. Mr. Gore made a very elaborate and 
pdWierfLil argutadent in favour of these claims, which we 
recollect reading at the time, and by his perseverance 
and exerti(His, many hundred thousand dollars were se- 
cured to the citizens of the United States. 






1 1 



.I'.The frkhdship which subsisted between Rufiis King^ 
Es^* Bind Mr. Gore was so long continued, and so rare^ 
that no sketch of the character of either would be com- 
jdete without adverting to it. It commenced dt the Uni- 
vensity, and was uninterrupted for the space of My 
jeats. It was tAore confidential, and , more affectionate 
than almost any one which we have ever known, or of 
which we have any account, and is honourable to the 
character of them both. Few persons will feel more 
deeply the loss of Mr. Gore than the venerable and il- 
lustrious survivor of this uncommon friendship. 

IV. 

The shortness of the time in which Mr. Gore held the 
office of Governor of the State, was owing to the high 
state of excitement which prevailed in the Common- 
wealth ; and not to his want of popularity. He was 
elected to the Senate by handsome majorities by both 
houses, within three years after his period of office as 
Grovernor had expired. Governor Strong selected him at 
a most critical period of the war, for the most important 
office in the gift of the State. This appointment reminds 
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us of the atroDg attachment which many other men of 
eminence felt for Mr. Gore ; we shall only mention his 
wannest personal friends. They were Pickering, Hamil- 
ton, Ames, Cabot, Parsons, Jackson, Higginson, Gen. 
Lincoln and his lamented son, Mr. Mason of New Hamp- 
shire, Mr. Webster, &c. &c. His correspondence with 
these friends would furnish valuable materials for the his- 
tory of the first forty years of the National Government, 
imd would prove the purity and disinterested patriotism 
of the framers and early defenders of the Constitution of 
the United States. It would elucidate the measures by 
which the enemies of that Constitution succeeded in un- 
dermining the public confidence in its true friends — a 
scene which is now reacting against the present adminis- 
tration. 
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4 Memoir of Christopher Gore. 

family of the Rev. Mr. Williams, afterwards profes- 
sor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in Har- 
vard College. When the College was removed to Con- 
cord, he, with most of the students, repaired thith- 
er, and resumed and continued his studies. He was 
graduated in 1776, with honor, and with a character, 
that gave promise of future eminence m the world. 

Mr. Gore was deservedly popular at college ; — 
his manners were engaging, his disposition was in- 
genuous, and his conduct fair and honorable. It is 
saying much for the integrity of his principles, that 
he passed the dangerous period of a college life, 
pure and unstained by vice. Nothing mean, dis- 
graceful, or degrading was ever attached to his youth. 
It was this amiable character, joined to his social 
disposition and literary taste, that led him to form 
an intimacy with several students, which ripened 
into the strongest friendship in after years, and con- 
tinued to grow stronger and brighter, and to yield 
purer satisfaction, to the close of life.* 

Mr. Gore left college just at the time when the 
independence of our country was declared ; and, like 
many others, who were destined for the peaceful pur- 
suits of professional life, he was animated with the 
ardent spirit of patriotism, and for a short season 
joined himself with a number, who cheerfully pre- 
pared to endure the hardships and privations of mili- 
tary service, to repel an expected invasion of the 
enemy in Rhode Island. The invasion did not take 
place, and the services of those engaged to repel it, 
of course, were not required. 

Mr. Gore soon commenced the study of his pro- 
fession, in the office and under the direction of the 
late Judge Lowell, in whose family he resided while 
a student. That eminent jurist and excellent man 
soon discerned the worth of his pupil, and repaid his 
diligence and integrity, and his respect for himself, 

« Note B. 
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bj reposing in him^ at all titnei^, Entire Cdtifid^ndilf, 
and manifesting for him the sincer^st friendship. llf% 
Gore was often heard to iSpeak with the greatest re- 
gard of his instfucter^ and to impute tiO small sh^^ 
of his success in his profession, to the mutual reg&M 
subsisting between thenu He had prostcuted hii ^' 
studies with such unremitted ardor atid att^iitioti> 
that he was enabled to commence the pfactlc^ ni 
the law, in his native toWn, with an ability and donfl*- 
dence, that insured him the most flattering succeisrs; 
He depended upon himself alone, *^ he had his Otifft 
fortune to make ; ^ and his strict attentioil to buiin€fi$^, 
his faithful application of time and talent, thai b6 
might gain a thorough knowledge of his professidfi, 
his punctuality in the discharge of the trusts confided 
to him, and withal his powers of eloquence, bis ^as6 
and courtesy of manners, soon secured to him^ not 
only patronage^ but an eminence in his profession 
rarely attained at so early an age. Mr. Gore always 
appeared to derive satisfaction from the recollectioii 
of his frequent sacrifices of amusements and society, 
which have so many allurements for the young, that 
he might improve all his means and advantages^ tt> 
secure the great objects he had in view, -^-^ reputa* 
tion as a lawyer, independent support, a character 
for honor and integrity as a man, and the confidence 
and approbation of his friends* How well he ac- 
complished these objects, his life has proved. 

That Mr. Gore Was highly esteemed^ by hi^ fel- 
low citizens, at this early period- of his public ca- 
reer, not only for his popular talents, but especially 
as an upright man and a sound politician, who might 
be safely entrusted with the confidence and deaj*est 
interests of the people, no stronger proof can be given, 
than his being united with those long tried and af- 
dent patriots, John Hancock and Samuel Adams^ in 
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10 Memoir (^ Ckristapher Qore. 

supposition, that he would stoop to any measure, or 
sanction any project, to secure popular favor, if, by so 
doing, he must swerve in the least from the line of 
the strictest integrity. 

At the expiration of the year for which he had 
been chosen governor, Mr. Gore returned to private 
life, and did not again resume the practice of his pro- 
fession. His permanent residence was in Waltham 
in the vicinity of Boston, where he possessed a large 
estate, which he highly cultivated and improved. 
He purchased this estate in the year 1791 and made 
it his summer residence, until the time before men- 
tioned, when he became a permarfent inhabitant of 
the town.* He paid great attention to agriculture, 
and spared no expense in adorning his grounds, and 
in cultivating his fields, for his own and the public 
benefit. He took a lively interest in all the concerns 
of the town, faithfully discharged all the duties of 
a citizen,.and secured to himself the respect and con- 
fidence of all with whopfi he had intercourse. 

But Mr. Gore was not permitted long to remain in 
private life. In 1814 he was appointed b^ Governor 
Strong to the Senate of the United States, to supply 
a vacancy which had occurred during the rece-s of 
the Legislature ; which appointment was confirmed 
by the General Court, at its next session. It was 
with great reluctance that Mr. Gore consented again 
to engage in public life, and become interested in the 
jarring politics of the times. But his high regard for 
Governor Strong, and respect for his opinion, induced 
him to comply with his urgent request. There were 
certain measures to be adopted, or subjects to be 
laid before Congress, which, the Governor thought, 
demanded all the experience, firmness, and political 
wisdom of Mr. Gore, rather than any other man. In 
the Senate, Mr. Gore displayed his usual zeal and 

•Note P. 
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abilties for the honor and welfare of his country. His 
talents and influence were highly appreciated; per- 
haps no one ever had more influence in that body, or 
was more respected by all parties. He continued 
in the Senate three years, when, the duties of the 
station becoming too arduous for his health, which 
had been materially injured by his exertions, he re- 
signed his seat, and did not again enter public life. 

Mr. Gore belonged to most of the literary and be- 
nevolent institutions in our community. He was 
early elected a member of the American Academy, 
and was President of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society from 1806 to 1818. To each of these soci- 
eties he bequeathed a valuable legacy. In 1816 he 
was chosen President of the Evangelical Missionary 
Society in Massachusetts, but resigned the ofliice the 
following year, on account of ill health.* He was a 
member of the Middlesex Bible Society and of the 
Massachusetts Peace Society. He was for several 
years a vigilant and highly useful Fellow of Harvard 
College, from which Institution he received the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Laws, in 1809. And as a 
proof of his attachment to this seminary, and his de- 
sire to aid the , cause of science and learning, he 
made the Corporation of the College his residuary 
legatee. The peculiar value of this bequest is its 
being free from all conditions, — being left to the sole 
direction of the governors of the College, to appro- 
priate it as they shall deem best for the promotion of 
its truest interests ; an example which it is hoped 
others will imitate, who may be disposed to add to 
the funds and prosperity of this favored seat of learn- 
ing. 

The public character of Mr. Gore may challenge 
the strictest scrutiny, from its commencement to its 
close. Few men have been called to higher or more 

♦ NoteG^ 
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honorable stations in our country ; and by fewer 
still, if by any, has he been surpassed in the upright 
and faithful discharge of the arduous and responsible 
duties attached to those stations. As a statesman 
and politician, he was profound and discriminadng j 
the principles he adopted were formed from a deep 
and careful study of the constitution of his country; 
— they did not grow out of the state of parties, or 
change of circumstances, or local and sectional in- 
terests. Having adopted what he believed the right 
course in politics, be steadily pursued it, with a sin- 
gle eye to the welfare and honor of his country* You 
always tnew whereoto find him, for he acted from 
principle. Political integrity was at the same time 
his polar star, of which he never lost sight, and his 
safeguard, amidst the various fluctuations and con*^ 
tending interests, which agitated, and often convulsed 
society. It is true, that, as a politician, he differed 
from many distinguished men, with whom he was as- 
sociated in public life, who were, perhaps, as hon- 
est and sincere in their opinions as he was ; but he 
had the unusual felicity, never to permit a difierence 
of opinion to influence his feelings and conduct, or 
to view his opponents as enemies. Hb disposition 
was so benevotent, he was by nature so affable and 
courteous, that ha maintained his opinions with- 
out asperity, and conciliated the good will, and se- 
cured the respect of many, whom he could not con- 
vince by argument A virtue this, as rare as it is 
desirable, in a public character. 

As an advocate at the bar, and as a counsellor, Mr. 
Gore stood among the foremost of the eminent 
jurists, who have done honor to the State. The 
ease and elegance of his m^anners, the nobleness of 
his person, added to his powers of elpquenoe, ren- 
dered him a favorite and successful member of the 
bar, which was at the same time adorned with Par- 
sons, Sullivan, Ames, De^^er, and Otis. His clients 
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justly placed unlimited coofidence la his opiniont 
and exertions in their behalf; for they knew» that 
whatever business be undertook received the undi'- 
vided efforts of bis intelligent and welbetored mind ; 
they had perfect confidence in the fairness and integ- 
rity, with which he conducted the business entrilsted 
to him, and were convinced that no mean or mercenary 
consideration would induce him to barter his reputa- 
tion, or raise expectations which would not be real- 
ized. He was faithful, because he was industrious* 
in his profession. He never cai-e into court unpre- 
pared to manage the cause he had undertaken. - It 
was his uniform practice, from the commeilcement 
of his professional labors to their close, and during 
the whole of his pohtical life, either to sit up vary 
late, or to rise very early in the morning, that he 
might fully prepare himself for the business of ihe 
following day. The company of friends, domestic 
society, and personal indulgence, were all sacrificed 
to duty, — to the business in which he was engaged. 
Mr. Gore's mind was of the highest order of excel- 
lence. He was remarkable, I think, for decision of 
character, yet without rashness,' — his judgment was 
sound apd accurate, and the truths he attained after 
the most thorough investigation, he developed in a 
lucid manner. His was a highly cultivated and well 
discipUned mind. He was an accomplished belles- 
lettres and classical scholar, — was familiar with 
the literature of, the oay, and found much delight in 
reading the works of ancient poetry and philosophy; 
Horace was his favorite Latin author, which he read 
with a critical and discriminating taste. It is (o be 
regretted that be left so few proofs, in print, of hit 
extensive knowledge and sound political wisdom. 
A few political essays, which appeared in the news- 
papers, and a pamphlet, pubUshed in 1822, entitled, 
"Remarks on the Censures of the Government of 
the United States, contained in the Ninth Cha^ttc^ df 
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a Book entitled, * Europe, by a Citizen of the United 
States,' '* — are the only writings of his in print, which 
have come to my knowledge. These '' Remarks *' 
are an able ^dication of the conduct of the admin- 
istrations of Washington and Adams, so far as that 
conduct was implicated in the censure alluded to, — 
and they seemed to be demanded from one, who was 
not only conversant with the administration of our 
public aflFairs at that time, but was vested by the gov- 
ernment with a high commission, to vindicate the 
honor of the nation, and assert and defend the claims 
of ^ its injured citizens, against the pretended rights 
of Great Britain. 

Not less distinguished was Mr. Gore in his private 
character, as a man in all the relations of social and 
domestic life. In these relations it is delightful to 
recollect him, and reflect upon those many graces, 
which endeared him to his friends, which threw 
around him a charm that none could resist, and 
which imperceptibly exerted an influence upon all 
who sought his acquaintance. He had the happy tal- 
ent of making every one who was introduced to him, 
feel at ease, at home, although he were an entire 
stranger. To the young he was peculiarly kind and 
condescending ; this disposition, of course, attract- 
ed many within his circle, who, while delighted and 
improved by his discourse, cherished for him the 
highest respect. The kindness of his feelings and 
the benevolence of his demeanor were remarkable, 
in his attention to all classes of society ; in his familiar 
discourse with all whom he chanced to meet, in his 
daily pursuits, in his treatment of his dependents, and 
his attachment and fidelity to his friends. 

But the character of Mr. Gore is deserving of re- 
gard, and respect, and honorable mention, chiefly, for 
its moral worth, its uncommon purity and unbending 
integrity. He was an enemy to vice in every shape ; 
if he ever expressed indignation at the conduct ojf 
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any, it was for its want of moral principle. His 
standard of virtue and moral reclitude was high ; for 
it was founded on the unerring principles of truth, 
as contained in the religion of Jesus Christ. In 
Christianity he was a firm beUever; h^ was a Chris- 
tian in the noblest sense of the word. For while he 
did not hesitate to avow his sentiments, and in early 
life attach himself to a society, to which, in the eye 
of the bigoted many, it was almost a reproach to be- 
long, he made no boast of his profession, took no 
pains to appear better than others, never was illiberjd 
or censorious towards those who chose to pursue 
another course to heaven. While his health per- 
mitted, he was a constant attendant at church, in 
town and in the country, and paid uniform respect 
to all the institutions of religion. Mr. Gore not only 
beheved in Christianity, but held in high estimatioo 
and reverence the Bible, and used to recommend the 
study of it to young men, who were just entering 
life. On this subject I speak with perfect confi- 
dence ; for I have often heard him describe the pleas- 
ure he derived from reading the works of the great 
masters of poetry and history of ancient days; — 
*' But," he would add, " I find no poetry superior to 
that in the Bible, especially in the book of Job and 
the Psalms of David, or from reading which, I derive 
purer satisfaction, — do inspiration so sublime as 
that which proceeded from the pen of Isaiah, and no 
morality to be compared with the precepts of Jesus 
Christ ;" observing, that whatever books he would re- 
commend to the young, he should advise them to prize 
the Bible as the most valuable, — that whatever genius 
or talents a young man might possess, if destitute of 
moral principle, or practical regard for the eternal 
rules of virtue, he was destitute of the only ceridn 
foundation of honorable distinction, in a moral and 
religious community. Sentiments similar to these, 
I believe be expressed, as chairman of the commit- 
tee, at a public examination of a class in Harvard 
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College^ while he was Governor, — sentiments alike 
honorable to his head and his heart. 
.. The latter years oi Mr. Gore's life were years of 
infirmity and sickness, and much of the time his suf- 
ferings were intense. Yet such was his fortitude 
and endurance, such the equanimity of his mind, sus- 
tained by reflection, philosophy, and religion, that, to 
m atranj^er, he seemed hot to suffer. His noble per^ 
aon literally bent down with pain and infirmity, he 
would receive his friends with cheerfulness, and so 
exert himself to entertain them, that they left him 
with increased admiration of his intellectual and 
moral worth. Though unable to attend to his agri- 
eultural pursuits to which he was strongly attached^ 
to. mingle in society, or even to see company, except 
his intimate friends ; and though suffering hourly 
tke severest pain, he passed much time in his study, 
and found alleviation from su£fering by reading his 
favorite authors. It was delightful to perceive and 
to know, that tortured in body, his mind was still 
bright and clear, shone out in all its greatness and 
l5omplacency, and, as it were, seemed to play in its tri- 
umph over corporal suffering. I have said that Mr« 
Gore was a Christian ; and if years of endurance of 
aevere pains and infirmity, without the least expres- 
sion of murmur or complaint, — if constant Exertions 
to render those about him pleased and happy, and 
the exercise of a cheerful, benevolent, and resigned 
disposition, — if these are evidences of a Christian 
temper, of true Christian fortitude and patience, then 
Mr. Gore had a strong claitn to this exalted charac- 
ter; and retained it to the last hour of his life, 
which was closed with serenity, March 1, 18^ in 
the sixty -^ninth year of his age. Well may we apply 
to his character these lines of the poet, which he 
delighted to read : 

** Justum ac tenacjem propositi vkum 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus instantis tyranni, 
Mente quatit solidi/' 
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CHitisTOPHER Gore's father was John Gore, a respectable me- 
chanic, ill the town of Boston, who married Frances Pinckney, 
by whom he had Tonrteen or fifteen children. Three sons aod 
six daughters lived to be married; the other children died in 
infancy. Christopher was the youngest of these sons. 



OflhemaDy highly valued frieoda and Bssociatea of Mr. Gore, 
I shall particularly notice but two, whom he lo?ed and valued 
above others, and for whom he cherished the highest regard 
through life, — the late Hon. Rufus King of JVew York, and the 
Her. Dr. Fre«aian of Boston ; with the former, and I believe 
' with both, bis actjaaintaace eommenced at ctdlege. The iatimfe- 
«y sabsisting between Mr. Gore and Mr. King, wu one c^ tbe 
closest wad purest kind. It seemed as if Ibeir thcKights aad 
souls were one. Although in distant parts of tbe country, they 
maintained a constant correspondence, on all political sub- 
jects which interested them in common with their fellow citi- 
zens, as well as on their individual and domestic pursuits. They 
took ao important step in public without consultiag each other, 
and were generally decided by the opinion or advice givcB aad 
received. Tbey were togethc* in Earope, in the pablic service, 
-I- they were together in the Seiwto of the United Slates, —nor ' 
were they long divided in their death. Mr. King died in May, . 
1827. 

Of the Rev. Dr. Freeman, who still survives to cheer and de- 
light a large circle of devoted fri^tds, and to instruct, by exam- 
ple, an attached congregation, it may not be proper to wrile as 
his merit deserves. But, as he was the early and warm friend of 
Mr. Gore, their names, as their virtues, should ever be mentioned 
together, with the highest respect. As the firm and consistent 
minister of the church to which he belonged, Mr, Gore always 
manifested towards him the sincerest regard ; and it was no 
small consideration with the Pastor, that he had for a counsellor 
and friend, such a parishioner, in whose talents, judgment, and 
integrity, he could place tbe safest confidence. But Mr. Gore 
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was attached to Dr. Freeman, not merely as his clergyman, but 
because be possessed all those traits of character, which 'are 
congenial to pure and enlightened minds. I have often heard 
Mr. Gore speak of his friends and of distinguished men, — but 
never of any as he used to speak of those to whom I have here 
alluded. 

C. 

Mr. Gore not only had his own fortune to make, but it devolv- 
ed on him, principally, afler he left college, to attend to the 
comfort and happiness of his mother, and three unmarried sis- 
ters. This additional care became his, in consequence of the 
absence of his father, (who left Boston and repaired to Halifax, 
at the commencement of the Revolution, but who returned, and, 
in 1795, died in Boston.) By his own exertions and industry, 
Mr. Gore paid his college bills, afler he entered on his profession, 
and was enabled to fulfill all the responsible duties devolving 
upon him, with honor to himself. In the year 1783, Mr. Gore 
married Rebecca, daughter of Deacon Edward Payne, of Boston. 

. D. 

On his return to his native town, a public dinner was given 
to Mr. Gore, by his fellow citizens, in testimony of their high 
respect for his character, and of their entire confidence in the 
ability and faithfulness with which he had executed the impor- 
tant commission on which he was sent to London. 

E. 

In the year 1809, a successful experiment was made in Mil- 
ton, Massachusets, of the efficacy of Vaccination, as a preventive 
of that dreadful scourge of the human race, the Small Pox. Mr. 
Gore was much interested in the success of the experiment, and, 
as Governor of the State, gave his aid to all measures for effect- 
ing the desirable object. In testimony of their respect for the 
Governor, and of their gratitude for the interest and influence 
he had felt and exerted in the cause, the committee on vacci- 
nation in Milton, sent him the following card. 

" He is slain." 

** Milton, 25tk October, 1809. 
" The twelve individuals, whose names are written on the back 
of this card, were vaccinated at the town inoculation in July 
last. They were tested by small-pox inoculation on the lOth 
inst., and discharged this day from the hospital, after offering 
to the world, in the presence of the most respectable witnesses. 
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who honored Miltou with their attendance on that occaBion, 
an additional evidence of the never-failing power of that miJd 
preventive, the cow-pock, against amall-pox inrection ; a blessing 
great, as it is singular in its kind ; whereby the hearts of man 
onght to be elevated in praise to the Almight}' Giver. 

"AMOS HOLBROOK, Pksstcia*. 
OLIVER HOUGHTON, Ckairman 

of the Committee on Vaccination." 
On the reverse, were written these names, viz. — Samnel 
Alden, Joshua Briggs, Thomas Street Briggs, Benjamin Church 
Briggs, Martin Briggs, George Briggs, Charles Briggs, Catherine 
Bent, Susanna Bent, Mary Ann Belcher, Ruth Porter Horton, 
John Smith. These twelve were the only individuals qualified 
by the town vote, who expressed a desire of being tested, out of 
337 vaccinated at the town inoculation, July, 1809. 



Mr. Gore did not gain inhabitancy in Waltham, merely by a 
residence for a time prescribed, or by paying taxes a certain 
number of years, as the law may then have been; hut, in a 
public town meeting, soon after he purchased his estate in 
Waltham, he requested to be considered and accepted as an in- 
habitant. By a unanimous vote of the meeting, he was theo 
made an inhabitant, and ever after freely gave his advice and 
lent his aid to advance the interests and honor of the town. He 
attended town meeting, when important business was to be 
transacted, and frequently came from Boston, to put his vote into 
the ballot-boK, on days of election, &c. 



On resigning the office of President of .the Evangelical Mis- 
sionary Society, Mr. Gore sent to the Secretary the following 
letter. 

" Waltkam, September 26, 1817. 
" My dear Sir, 

"The last year, on receiving your notification of the honor 
conferred on me by the Society, I was induced to accept the 
trust, in the hope and expectation, that returning health would 
enable me to perform its duties. 

" In this hope I have been altogether disappointed ; and howev- 
er painful the reflection, I have only to remedy the evil, so far as 
is now in my power, by praying the Society to accept, with my 
grateful acknowledgments for their kindness, my resignation of 
the office of President, — assuring them, that nothing would have 
tempted me to ask their indulgence, but a conviction, that I am 
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aiM shall be incapable of executing the duties of this high and 
respectable station. I should be quite unmindful of the obliga- 
tions of the trust, were I to persist in attempting to retain the 
honors of a place, when ill health renders me incompetent to 
the discharge of its calls. 

** Convinced, as I am, of the efficacy of religious and moral 
education in training youth to happiness and usefulness, and* in 
confirming in persons of more advanced life, habits of virtue, 
order, and industry ; and knowing, as I do, the disinterested and 
benevolent conduct of the Society in promoting these views ; I 
pray the members to be assured of my earnest disposition to do 
all within my feeble powers to encourage and advance the pur- 
poses of their benevolent institution. 

" With unfeigned respect, &c. 

C. GORE." 

'* To the Secretary of Evangelical > 
Missionary Society,^* 5 

Extract from a discourse preached to the First Congregation- 

/al Society in Waltham, March 11, 182l^ on the death of the 
subject of the preceding Memoir. 

** My hearers, it has been your and my happiness to know one, 
who lived with and among us for many years, whose enlarged 
and powerful mind, whose various and highly cultivated talents 
rendered him eminently useful in the most important stations 
in society ; — whose amiable and benevolent disposition made 
him beloved by all, of every class, who were admitted to his ac- 
quaintance ; — whose truly honorable and upright character 
gained him the respect and confidence of all ; — whose virtues 
will long be cherished in remembrance, and in the light of 
whose example we may perceive the path of true honor and 
greatness. You have, no doubt, already anticipated the appli- 
cation of these remarks, to our late eminent fellow citizen and 
townsman, the Hon. Mr. Gore, whose recent decease has made 
a void in society, and in the relations of private life, which can- 
not easily be filled. 

" I deem no apology necessary for deviating from my usual 
practice, and taking this public notice of the death of Mr. Gore 
— making his life and character the subject of the present dis- 
course. For, as he was a man to be honored and esteemed while 
in life, so was he a man, in all respects, to be remembered afler 
his death. He did not * live to himself alone, neither will he 
die to himself.' Sure I am, that many of our fathers and 
friends, the contemporaries of Mr. Gore, who worshipped with 
him at this altar, and who, with him, are now worshippers of 
God in a purer, holier temple, — could their spirits mingle in 
the transactions of earth, would accuse me of injustice and 
want of respect for eminent worth, and ingratitude fpr repeated 
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proofs of personal friendship and unreserved confidenee, were I 
to withhold this feeble tribute to his memory. To those of his 
contemporaries, who have yet a little farther to proceed on the 
journey of life, it cannot be unwelcome, to be reminded of the 
services and worth of one, whose life was so full of instruction, 
and incitement to every laudable work. To the younger part of 
the society, who knew Mr. Gore only by report, and are strangers 
to his tarly history, it must be interesting, to attend to a brief 
sketch pf the life, character, and services of a man, who served 
his country with fidelity, his friends with the sincerest ardor, 
and his God with the most unbending integrity.'' 
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